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Introduction
After just one year of districtwide Reading Renaissance implementation, Monroe
County’s eight elementary schools significantly narrowed the achievement gap in 
reading on the Stanford Achievement Test 9th Edition (SAT 9).1 In addition, all 
elementary schools received a grade of “A” in reading on Florida’s state assessment, 
the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT).2

(more information on back)

S C I E N T I F I C R E S E A R C H

Districtwide Reading Renaissance™ Implementation Results in
All Eight Elementary Schools in Monroe County Scoring an “A”

in Reading on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test
Source: Dr. Ralph Huhn, program specialist, Michael Lannon, district superintendent, and Dr. Margaret Smith, district deputy superintendent

Research conducted during 1998–1999.

School Profile
Monroe County School District

Students: 9,000, Grades K–12

Key West, Florida

Demographics
Rural

Title I

ESL: 20%

Mobility: 30%

Minorities: 50%

Free or reduced lunch: 49%

Educator Background
Dr. Ralph Huhn is the program specialist,

Reading Initiative, for the Monroe County

School District. He implemented the Reading

Renaissance program districtwide in all eight

elementary schools during the 1998–1999

school year. Dr. Huhn has been serving in his

current position for nearly three years and was

previously a professor of reading and learning

disabilities at McNeese State University, 

Lake Charles, Louisiana. He acknowledges 

Mr. Michael Lannon, district superintendent,

and Dr. Margaret Smith, district deputy superin-

tendent, as the founders and key supporters of

Monroe County Schools’ Reading Initiative

Program.

C A S E  S T U D Y

Monroe County Elementary Schools  
Narrow the Achievement Gap

(Stanford Achievement Test, 1998–1999)
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(866) 846-7323 • www.renlearn.com
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Study Description
The Reading Renaissance program was implemented in all eight of
Monroe County’s elementary schools during the 1998–1999 school
year. The SAT 9 test for reading and math was administered to
approximately 6,000 students in grades K–8 in April 1998 (before
Renaissance implementation) and again in April 1999.

Results
After only one year of Renaissance implementation, the number
of students scoring below the district’s proficiency level in reading
dropped 20 percent—from 596 students in 1998 to 480 students
in 1999. Also, in terms of the differences between lowest- and
highest-performing grade levels, the SAT 9 average reading per-
centile range went from 56 to 70 in 1998 to 66 to 72 in 1999,
indicating a 57% decrease in the achievement gap spanning the
eight elementary schools (see graph on reverse).
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Furthermore, after one year of Renaissance implementation, all
eight of Monroe County’s elementary schools received a grade of
“A” in reading on the FCAT administered in March 1999. Florida
assigns letter grades to schools under a statewide system, and
Monroe County was one of only 11 districts out of 67 in the 
state that did not have at least one school that received an “F.”

Monroe County School’s overall performance on the FCAT 
was the highest in the state with a grade point average of 2.75.

Conclusion
Since implementing Renaissance districtwide during the
1998–1999 school year, Monroe County’s elementary schools
have significantly narrowed the achievement gap in reading on
the Stanford Achievement Test. In addition, all elementary
schools received a grade of “A” in reading on Florida’s state
assessment, the FCAT.


