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Introduction
Since achieving Renaissance™ Certification1 as a Model School in reading, the 
percentage of fifth-grade students at Broad Street Elementary demonstrating 
proficient reading ability has increased by 24 points. (See Graph 1.) Teachers, 
administrators, parents, and students believe in and support Broad Street’s Reading
Renaissance™ program. 

(more information on back)

S C I E N T I F I C R E S E A R C H

Pennsylvania Reading Scores Nearly Double in Five Years
Percentage of Fifth-Grade Students Demonstrating Proficiency in Reading Increases by 24 Points

Source: Mary Jo Straney, Title I director and reading specialist, and Linda Peifer, principal
Research conducted from 1997–2002, report submitted 2002.

School Profile
Broad Street Elementary School

Students: 285, Grades K–6

Butler, Penn.

Demographics
Urban

Limited English Proficiency: 6%

Free or Reduced Lunch: 78%

Race/Ethnicity:

Educator Background
Mary Jo Straney, an educator with the Butler

Area School District for more than 32 years,

received a bachelor’s degree in Elementary

Education and a master’s degree in Elementary

Education–Reading from Slippery Rock

University. She helped bring Reading

Renaissance to Broad Street Elementary after

her first Reading Renaissance training in 1996.

Linda Peifer has been the principal at Broad

Street Elementary School since 1994. She grad-

uated from Clarion University with a bachelor’s

degree in Elementary Education and received

her master’s degree in Administration from the

University of South Carolina. In 2002, Peifer was

named the National Distinguished Principal for

the state of Pennsylvania.

C A S E  S T U D Y

Graph 1: Fifth-Grade Reading Scores Improve Dramatically
(Pennsylvania System of School Assessment, 1997–2001)
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Black/African American: 6%

Asian or Pacific Islander: 1%
Hispanic or Latino: 4%

White: 87%

American Indian 
or Alaska Native: 1%
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Study Description
Reading Renaissance is the focus of Broad Street Elementary. The
staff, faculty, students, and parents are united behind the program
and focus their efforts on increasing student achievement.

Following Renaissance recommendations, teachers set personal-
ized goals with students every quarter according to each student’s
needs. In addition, special awards are given on a monthly basis
for personal triumphs such as: improving the average percent
correct on Accelerated Reader™ quizzes, demonstrating hard
work, reading increasingly longer books or chapter books, always
bringing a book to class, and showing significant improvement.
Reading Renaissance is an integral part of the school’s culture
and common language.

Broad Street Elementary, which has a high rate of mobility, also
publishes a parent newsletter three times a year that focuses pri-
marily on reading. The newsletter includes interviews with stu-
dents about favorite books, students thoughts about Accelerated
Reader, and future Reading Renaissance goals.

Results
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA)2 test scores
demonstrate the accelerated learning that Broad Street Elementary
has experienced since certifying as a Model School in reading in
1997. Graph 1 illustrates that the percentage of fifth-grade 
students at Broad Street Elementary reaching proficiency has
increased by 24 points—from 36% in 1997 to 60% in 2002.
During the same period, district-level scores increased by just 13
points and the scores at similar schools increased by only 3 points.

Broad Street Elementary has been so successful with Reading
Renaissance that it certified as a Renaissance Model School in
reading six consecutive times between 1997 and 2002. In 2000,
the school was selected as a federally recognized Blue Ribbon
School. In addition, the school was recognized as a
Pennsylvania School of Distinction in 1998 and 2000.

Conclusion
Broad Street Elementary is united behind Reading Renaissance.
By focusing the entire school on reading and expertly managing
its practice with Accelerated Reader reading management soft-
ware, educators and students at Broad Street Elementary have
propelled themselves toward ensuring that every student is a
successful reader.

© 2005 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved.

AR, Accelerated Reader, “Better Data, Better Learning,” Renaissance, and Reading Renaissance are trademarks of Renaissance Learning, Inc., registered 
or pending registration in the United States and other countries.

1The Renaissance Certification program provides professional recognition and support to educators who have met clear, objective Renaissance 
implementation standards. There are two levels of certification for educators to achieve: Model Certification, which confirms that best practices 
are implemented correctly and students are receiving the correct amount of quality reading or math practice; and Master Certification, which challenges
educators to excel even further.

2Massachusetts Department of Education. (n.d.). Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System. Malden, MA: Massachusetts Department of Education.


