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Introduction
The implementation of Accelerated Reader (AR) and research-based best classroom
practices has made a significant impact on the Stanford Achievement Test 9 (SAT 9)1

test results at Pima Elementary. In four years, the average reading score for students in
grades two through six rose six percentile points—double the average increase experi-
enced by the state (three percentile points) during the same time period. In addition,
Pima’s SAT 9 language arts scores increased seven percentile points.

(more information on back)

S C I E N T I F I C R E S E A R C H

Arizona Elementary School Demonstrates 
Long-Term Growth on SAT 9

Reading Score Doubles the State’s Average

Source: Dr. Steve Nance, principal, Pima Elementary School
Research conducted from 1998 to 2002.

School Profile
Pima Elementary School

Students: 550, Grades K–6

Scottsdale, Arizona

Demographics
Urban

Limited English Proficiency: 12%

Free or Reduced Lunch: 30%

Mobility: 54%

Race/Ethnicity:

Educator Background
Dr. Steve Nance has been an educator for 

25 years. He received a bachelor’s degree in

elementary education and a master’s degree

in school administration from the University of

Northern Iowa in 1977 and 1979 respectively.

He received a Ph.D. in Professional Studies in

Education from Iowa State University in 1986.

Dr. Nance was instrumental in bringing

Accelerated Reader to Pima Elementary

School by phasing in the progress-monitoring

tool over four years and gaining the support of

all teachers along the way.

C A S E S T U D Y

Second- Through Sixth-Grade SAT 9 Reading Scores Improve
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Second- Through Sixth-Grade SAT 9 Language Arts Scores Improve
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Study Description
Dr. Steve Nance introduced Accelerated Reader—a 
computerized, progress-monitoring tool—to Pima Elementary
School in 1998. He learned about AR from other principals
who had achieved great success with it.

Before implementing Accelerated Reader and best classroom
practices, Pima’s library circulation was low, test scores were 
stagnant, and the student mobility rate was rising. Most 
critically, Pima did not have a coordinated reading 
instructional program.

Accelerated Reader was implemented in order to unify the
school. The process allows staff to focus on common goals and
provides them with critical task-level information on every 
student’s reading activity. All teachers use the data provided 
by Accelerated Reader to inform instruction. Pima also 
implemented the Houghton Mifflin reading program, which
aligns with Accelerated Reader. Educators extended their 
implementation of Renaissance Learning’s progress-monitoring
tools by adding Perfect Copy writing skills development and
management software during the 2001–2002 school year.

With AR, Pima is able to focus on developing independent, 
successful, confident readers. To accomplish this, teachers set
individualized reading and certification goals with every student.
Following Renaissance Learning’s recommended best practices,
there is also a schoolwide push to maintain an average percent
correct above 85% on AR Reading Practice Quizzes.

Results
Reading and language arts scores on the SAT 9 have increased
significantly since Accelerated Reader was introduced in
1998–1999. During the first year, only one-quarter of teachers
used the progress-monitoring tool. In the next three years, Pima
progressed to a schoolwide implementation of AR and best
classroom practices, and implemented Perfect Copy as well.

The school’s SAT 9 results reflect these changes, as average
reading scores for grades two through six rose six percentile
points from 1998–1999 to 2001–2002. (See Graph 1.) In 
comparison, state scores increased only three percentile points
during the same time period. Furthermore, average language arts
scores for the same students rose seven percentile points, while
state scores increased by only four. (See Graph 2.)

Conclusion
As demonstrated by SAT 9 results, Accelerated Reader and
Perfect Copy have improved both reading and language arts scores
at Pima Elementary. The staff feel increased amounts of reading
practice have led to improvements in spelling and writing, while
the data provided by AR and Perfect Copy helped to inform and
improve instruction.

Overall, Accelerated Reader has united staff and students at Pima
Elementary by helping everyone focus on developing independent,
confident, and successful readers.
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