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Hispanic or Latino: 92.19%

Black/African 
American: 0.13%

White: 2.69%
Asian or Pacific Islander: 4.98%

Introduction
Palm Elementary, a rural K–6 school located in California’s central valley, 
has achieved tremendous success in the six years since it began incorporating
Accelerated Reader (AR)—a computerized, progress-monitoring tool—and its
research-based best classroom practices. The school, which has a high migrant 
population and serves a large number of students living in poverty, has made growth
on California’s Academic Performance Index (API) every year since 2000, twice
gaining three to four times their target growth.

(more information on back)

California School Shows Growth on
API Four Years in a Row

80% of staff Considers Accelerated Reader a Major Factor to Success

Source: Roy Woods, principal, and Cathy Merchant, ELD resource teacher, Palm Elementary School
Research conducted during 2000–2004.

School Profile
Palm Elementary School

Orosi, Calif.

Students: 763, Grades: K–6

Demographics:
Rural

Title I

Free or reduced lunch: 95%

Limited English proficient: 80%

Migrant students: 16%

Race/Ethnicity:

Educator Backgrounds
Roy Woods has been the principal at Palm

Elementary for two years. He began teaching

fourth-grade at the school and also worked as a

resource teacher. Woods holds a bachelor’s

degree in Management from Athens State

University in Alabama and a master’s degree in

Education from Fresno Pacific University.

A teacher at Palm Elementary for 33 years,

Cathy Merchant has taught second, third, and

fifth grades. She spent 20 years as the teacher

and coordinator for the Palm's Gifted and

Talented Education (GATE) program and is cur-

rently serving her fourth year as a resource

teacher. Merchant holds a bachelor's degree

in Social Sciences from California State

University at Fresno.
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400

300

200

100

0

522

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

567
617 626 649

S C I E N T I F I C R E S E A R C H



CH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RES
TIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SC
CH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RES
TIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH     SC

L2115.1104.FP.1.5M

Study Description
During the 1998–1999 school year, Palm Elementary volunteered 
to participate in the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming
Schools Program (IIUSP), a central focus of the California
Schools Accountability Act of 1999. IIUSP takes struggling
schools through a four-year cycle that includes a comprehensive
assessment of student needs, the selection of measurable goals
and objectives to meet those needs, and the development of a
specific plan with activities, timelines, and responsible parties
for the implementation of the goals and objectives. The school
staff, community members, and an outside evaluator worked
together during this four-year period to develop the Palm
School Action Plan.

Accelerated Reader was chosen as a key component in Palm’s
Action Plan. The school’s teachers and staff selected an
Accelerated Reader coordinator and attended a training on AR
best practices in November 2000. Funds provided under the
IIUSP grant were targeted to purchase new computers, books,
Accelerated Reader quizzes, and even a new library.

An integral part of the day at Palm Elementary, Accelerated
Reader techniques are implemented in all 34 of the school’s
classrooms (including the Newcomer’s Class, the Special 
Day Class, and the Severe Oral Language Handicapped Class).
Consistent with the practices recommended by Renaissance
Learning research, between 45 and 60 minutes of the 
school’s 90-minute daily reading block is allocated for guided
independent reading. Teachers also focus on maintaining the
quality of student reading by monitoring average percent 

correct on Accelerated Reader quizzes and adjusting student
reading levels when they’re ready for more challenge.

In June 2004, 14 teachers received further professional 
development by attending an advanced AR training seminar.

Results
Palm School has achieved consistent and steady growth in 
API over the past five years. (See graph, page 1.) The average
API score increased from 522 in 1999 to 649 in 2003. A recent
teacher survey revealed that 80% of the staff at Palm mentioned
Accelerated Reader as a factor that had a great impact on their
students’ reading achievement.

To date, 16 teachers at Palm School have attained Model
Certification in Reading, the school librarian achieved 
Model Library Certification, 7 teachers achieved Master
Certification in Reading, and the entire school qualified 
as a Master School Candidate1. 

Conclusion
Although faced with the challenges of poverty and high rates of
mobility and limited English ability, Palm School experienced
many positive results after implementing Accelerated Reader as
part of their school improvement plan. Student achievement
increased and test scores rose. The combination of funds from
the IIUSP program and dedicated teachers and staff helped
Palm students achieve success.

© 2004 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved.

1Renaissance Certification is a professional recognition program for educators implementing Accelerated Reader and/or Accelerated Math according to Renaissance Learning’s

research-based best practices.
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