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CASE STUDY

Washington School Dramatically Improves
Reading and Math State Test Scores

The percentage of students meeting or exceeding state standards doubled in reading and more than tripled in math

Source: John Eads, instructional technology specialist, Nealy-O’Brien Elementary School
Research conducted during 1997-2004

Introduction School Profile

Since adopting Accelerated Reader (AR) and Accelerated Math, Neely-O’Brien Neely-0'Brien Elementary School
Elementary School has made large gains on the Washington Assessment of Student Students: 640, Grades: K-6
Learning (WASL)' reading and math tests. The percent of fourth-grade students Kent, Wash.

meeting or exceeding state standards doubled in reading and more than tripled in
math. In addition, student behavior improved, and parent and community

involvement rose. Demographics
Rural
Fourth-Grade Reading and Math WASL Free or reduced lunch: 58%
Performance Improves Special Education: 17%
90

Transitional Bilingual: 17%

Race/Ethnicity

Percentage of Fourth-Grade
Students Meeting or
Exceeding State Standards

Hispanic or Latino: 24%

White: 37%

Asian or
Pacific Islander: 19%

Reading Math

American Ind{an or Black or
[71997-98 [M1998-99 [1999-00 WM 2000-01 WM 2001-02 M 2002-03 [ 2003-04 Alaska Native: 3% African American: 17%

Educator Background

John Eads has held various educational

roles at Neely-0'Brien Elementary School for
more than 34 years. He is currently the
Instructional Technology Specialist, serving
students from kindergarten to grade six. Eads
received a bachelor’s degree in Education from
Western Washington University and a master's
degree in Computer Education from Lesley
University. Eads has been named in Who's
Who Among American Educators, and he was
the recipient of the Outstanding Young Men in

America award.

(more information on back)
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Study Description Due to the school’s history of serving a lower income,
Neely-O'Brien Elementary School serves a rural farming ever-changing population and to help aid in launching the
community, attracting a highly mobile population with more ongoing Renaissance Learning software and best classroom
than 22 ethnic backgrounds. Nearly 60% of students are eligible
for free or reduced-price lunch. To help address the diverse
needs of the students, in 1995 the school adopted Accelerated

Reader—a computer-based, progress-monitoring system. The

practices, Neely-O’Brien continues to rely quite heavily on
creative fund raising and grants such as Right in Class, Title I,

and Learning Assistance Program.

following year, the school introduced STAR Reading—a Results

reliable and valid, computer-adaptive assessment of general Since Neely-O’Brien Elementary began implementing

reading achievement. They then incorporated Accelerated Renaissance Learning’s progress-monitoring systems and best

Math in 1997 and later added STAR Early Literacy and practices, the percentage of students meeting or exceeding state

Accelerated Vocabulary to their curriculum. To maximize standards doubled in reading and more than tripled in math.

student reading success, several educators received professional (See graph on front.)

development on AR best classroom practices in 1999, and other

educators in 2000. The personalized goal-setting facilitated by the software tools
helped improve student behavior. The best practices also

The STAR assessments were used at the beginning of the school improved the self direction and self esteem, as well as reading

year, and as new students joined the school, to pretest and set and math skills of high-performing students.

goals. Teachers strove to give 60 minutes of in-class guided

reading practice time’ and monitored progress through daily Neely O’Brien Elementary School started as an “At- Risk”

conferences with each student. At the end of each reporting school, but with the implementation of Renaissance Learning’s

period, the STAR assessments were used to measure progress progress-monitoring tools, it is now a successful school. The suc-

and adjust goals. cess has benefited the community and the real estate market by

attracting new families to the area.
Neely O’Brien established many tools and resources to ensure
student success. Students had easy access to scanners for Conclusion
Accelerated Math. Both AR and Accelerated Math were

By improving student motivation through the goal-setting and
utilized in the school’s extended learning program, specifically Y imp § g g g

) ) o ) i personalized instruction of Renaissance Learning’s progress-
aimed at students having difficulty in reading and math. In o ) .
- i : monitoring systems and best classroom practices, Neely-O’Brien
addition to the school library, each classroom had an extensive

AR library. Outside of the school day, students had access to AR

books through the city library and through the school’s Family

Elementary achieved impressive growth on state test scores.
Student behavior improved, and parental and community

involvement rose.

Learning Center, which was staffed with trained school aides.

'Riverside Publishing Company. (n.d.) Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) Itasca, IL: Riverside Publishing Company.
?Based on research results, Renaissance Learning recommends 60 minutes of guided independent reading practice per day to achieve optimal results.
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