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Introduction
The implementation of Reading Renaissance® led to reading achievement that
increased 2–5 times and library circulation that increased 15 times at an Idaho 
elementary school.

(more information on back)

S C I E N T I F I C R E S E A R C H

Reading Growth Nearly Triples and Library Circulation 
Increases Through Extended Renaissance® Implementation

Source: Dixie Parton, libarian, and Ann Reynolds, principal
Research conducted during the 1998–1999 school year.

School Profile
Horizon Elementary School

Students: 650, Grades 1–6

Jerome, Idaho

Demographics: 
Title I

ESL: 19%

Minorities: 20%

Free or reduced lunch: 61%

Educator Backgrounds
Dixie Parton is the librarian at Horizon

Elementary School where Ann Reynolds 

is principal. Parton attended Reading

Renaissance training during the 1996–1997 

academic year, and Reynolds received

Reading Renaissance training during

1997–1998. Both educators certified and recer-

tified as Renaissance Model educators during

the 1997–1998 and 1998–1999 school years.

C A S E S T U D Y

Graph1: Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE) Increase After
Implementation of Renaissance 
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Graph 2: Library Circulation Increases 
More than 15 Times 
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Study Description
Horizon Elementary first implemented Accelerated Reader®

during the 1993–1994 school year and trained its first educator 
in Reading Renaissance® techniques a year later. Implementation
of the Renaissance school improvement process began during
the 1996–1997 school year. 

STAR Reading® data for 500 students, grades one through six, 
are documented for the three-year period matching the imple-
mentation of the Renaissance school improvement process—
1996–1997 through 1998–1999. For each of these years, annual 
reading growth for each grade is expressed in average changes 
in normal curve equivalents (NCEs) between early fall and late
spring STAR Reading administrations. Any NCE change greater
than zero indicates that students experienced accelerated reading
growth compared to their peer groups. 

Tremendous growth in library circulation was also evidenced 
at Horizon Elementary School during the Renaissance imple-
mentation period. Graph 2 displays Horizon’s annual circulation
between the 1992–1993 (pre-Renaissance) and 1997–1998
school years. (Full circulation data for 1998–1999 is unavailable
due to computer technical problems at Horizon during the first
two months of this school year.)

Results
STAR Reading® data is available for the three-year period
matching Horizon’s implementation of Reading Renaissance.
Reading growth for the entire school increased 2.5 times over
the Renaissance implementation period—from 1.75 in
1996–1997 to 4.74 (4.35 NCEs) in 1997–1998 and to 4.35 
in 1998–1999 (see graph 1 on front). Finally, Horizon’s library
circulation increased 15 times after the introduction of
Accelerated Reader and implementation of Renaissance, going
from 4,000 during the 1992–1993 school year to nearly 61,000
for the 1997–1998 school year (see graph 2 on front).

Additionally, the first educator at the school to achieve Model
Classroom Certification in Reading did so in spring 1997. The
school certified as a Model School the following spring, and,
then recertified in 1999. Horizon Elementary has numerous
model-certified educators: 22 teachers, 1 librarian, and 1 principal.

Conclusion
Implementation of Reading Renaissance has had a significant
impact on reading achievement at Horizon Elementary School.
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