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Introduction
The implementation of Reading Renaissance software and practices helped educators
at Pittsburg Middle School and Pittsburg ISD increase TAAS pass rates and narrow
the achievement gap between non-economically disadvantaged and economically 
disadvantaged students. The improvement in TAAS pass rates and narrowing of the
achievement gap from 1991 (pre-Reading Renaissance) to 1994 is shown below.

(more information on back)

S C I E N T I F I C R E S E A R C H

Texas School District Increases Test Scores, 
Narrows the Gap with Reading Renaissance®

Source: Don Peek, principal.
Research conducted during the 1998 school year.

School Profile
Pittsburg Middle School

Students: 500, grades: 6–8

Pittsburg, Texas

Demographics
Rural Chapter I: 60%

Free or reduced lunch: 45%

Mobility: 20%

Minorities: 36%

Pittsburg Independent School District (ISD)

Pittsburg, Texas

Students: 2,100; grades pre-K to 12

Educator Backgrounds
Don Peek, a 20-year veteran of the Texas public

school system, was principal of Pittsburg

Middle School. Later, he became Pittsburg

ISD’s assistant superintendent for instruction.

C A S E S T U D Y

Graph 2. TAAS Performance Achievement Gap Narrows Between 
Non-Economically Disadvantaged and Economically Disadvantaged Students
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Graph 1. TAAS Reading Pass Rates Improve 
Following Reading Renaissance Implementation
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Study Description
In 1992, Pittsburg Middle School became the first school in the
nation to implement the Reading Renaissance program.

The Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS)1 was given to
approximately 170 Pittsburg Middle School seventh-grade students
in fall 1991 (pre-Reading Renaissance). Regular spring administra-
tions for the TAAS began in 1993, and 350 Pittsburg Middle
School students in seventh and eighth grades were tested. During
the spring 1994 TAAS administration, all 500 Pittsburg Middle
School students, grades six through eight, were tested. TAAS results
for Pittsburg Middle School are reported in Graph 1 (see reverse).

The Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test2 was also administered to all
500 sixth- through eighth-grade students during the 1992–1993 and
1993–1994 school years, the first two years of Reading Renaissance
implementation. Pre- and post-tests with alternate forms were
administered during the fall and spring of each of these school years.

Results
Pittsburg Middle School students achieved an average of 2.0
years’ growth during the 1992–1993 school year and an average 
of 2.23 years’ growth during the 1993–1994 school year, for a
total of 4.23 years’ growth in two years.

As shown in Graph 2, differences in TAAS pass rates between
non-economically disadvantaged and economically disadvan-
taged students decreased from 35.4% to 9.5% for all TAAS tests
taken between 1994 and 1998. This phenomenon is particularly
noteworthy given the large increase in percentage of economically
disadvantaged students over the five-year period. Between 1994
and 1998, this population increased from 39.8% to 52.7% of
Pittsburg ISD’s students.

Library circulation quadrupled after the first two years of
Reading Renaissance implementation at Pittsburg Middle
School, increasing from 1,000 books per month in the
1991–1992 (pre-Accelerated Reader®) academic year to 1,000
books per week in the 1993–1994 school year (second year of
Reading Renaissance).

By 1993, most of the classrooms within Pittsburg ISD had
implemented Reading Renaissance, and subsequently, 10 of the
district’s educators were certified as Model Classroom teachers.

Conclusion
Pittsburg Middle School students showed significant gains 
as TAAS pass rates and Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test 
scores increased and the achievement gap narrowed between
non-economically disadvantaged and economically disadvan-
taged students. These gains were much more prevalent after
Reading Renaissance was implemented districtwide. In addition,
library circulation quadrupled at Pittsburg Middle School following
the first two years of Reading Renaissance implementation.
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1Texas Education Agency. (n.d.). Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS). Austin, TX: Texas Education Agency, Student Assessment Division.
2Harcourt Assessment, Inc. (n.d.). Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test. San Antonio, TX: Harcourt Assessment, Inc.


