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Introduction
Many researchers agree that more reading practice time will lead to better 
reading achievement. However, if not properly monitored, increased amounts 
of reading practice time might not be effective in raising achievement levels.

A learning information system like Accelerated Reader reading management 
software provides teachers with tools needed to carefully guide individualized reading
and intervene to ensure reading practice is effective.

(more information on back)

S C I E N T I F I C R E S E A R C H

Accelerated Reader® Positively Impacts Reading Achievement
Summarized From: Topping, K.J., & A.M. Fisher. “Computerised Formative Assessment of Reading 

Comprehension: Field Trials in the UK.” 
Journal of Research in Reading 3, no. 26 (2003): 267–279.

Main Findings
• Accelerated Reader reading management

software can significantly impact reading

achievement when implemented correctly.

• Accelerated Reader enables frequent,

detailed, consistent, and stable assessment

of student reading.

• Feedback provided by Accelerated Reader can

lead to timely and appropriate intervention.

• Pre- and post-test correlations suggest that

STAR Reading® computer-adaptive reading

test is a reliable assessment.

C O R R E L A T I O N A L
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Methodology
Thirteen schools (primary through high school) from across the
United Kingdom that were already using Accelerated Reader
participated in the study. The majority of the schools were
located in disadvantaged areas. The 704 students in the study
ranged in age from 7 to 14 years.

Researchers assessed student reading achievement using two
multiple-choice paper reading tests—The Primary Reading Test1

and The Group Reading Test II, 6–142. These assessments were
administered by classroom teachers as a pre- and post-test.
STAR Reading was also administered to assess student reading
achievement as a pre- and post-test. The pre-/post-test period
was approximately 0.58 calendar years.

The implementation integrity of Accelerated Reader was
assessed by direct observation of researchers and through data
generated by the program itself.

Results
Overall, Accelerated Reader had a significant impact on reading
achievement. The researchers discovered that although the
quality of the Accelerated Reader implementation varied, the
average gain in reading achievement for all schools in the study
was in “excess of ‘normal’ rates and highly statistically signifi-
cant.” This includes gains at the disadvantaged schools, where
‘normal’ gains would not necessarily be expected.

Further, Accelerated Reader appears to be a useful tool 
for monitoring and managing both the quantity and 
quality of reading practice, with consequent increases 
in reading achievement.

And, pre- and post-test correlations suggest that the 
reliability of paper tests fell considerably short of their 
quoted reliabilities. Yet, STAR Reading appeared to be a
relatively reliable assessment.

Conclusion
Accelerated Reader is a useful tool that enables educators to
conduct more frequent, detailed, consistent, and stable assessments
of student reading. The feedback from the software, when
received “mindfully” by the student and educator, can lead 
to appropriate and timely instructional intervention. 

1France, N. The Primary Reading Test (Levels 1&2). Windsor: NFER-Nelson, 1981.

1NFER-Nelson Publishing Company. Group Reading Test II 6–14 (3rd Edn). Windsor: NFER-Nelson, 1998.


