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Introduction
Since implementing Reading Renaissance, student achievement has accelerated at
North Pole Elementary. Fourth-grade California Achievement Test (CAT/5) scores in
reading increased six percentile points in one year. And, STAR Reading® assessment
scores increased 29 points for second-graders and 16 points for fourth-graders. 

(more information on back)

S C I E N T I F I C R E S E A R C H

Alaska Elementary School Achieves Success 
with Reading Renaissance®

California Achievement Test Scores in Reading 
Rise 6 Percentiles in One Year

Source: David Pfrimmer, principal, North Pole Elementary School
Research conducted during the 2000–2001 school year.

School Profile
North Pole Elementary School, Grades pre-K–5

Students: 478

North Pole, Alaska

Demographics:
Rural Free or reduced lunch: 25%

Mobility: 19%

Race/Ethnicity:

Educator Background
David Pfrimmer has 24 years of experience 

in the field of education. He received his

bachelor’s degree in elementary education

and music education from the University of

Montana in Missoula in 1977 and his master’s

degree in educational administration from 

the University of Alaska Fairbanks in 1984. 

He has also completed advanced studies 

at the Harvard Principal’s Center. He was 

a music teacher and a classroom teacher

prior to becoming a principal in 1991.

North Pole Elementary’s five Model Classroom

teachers also contributed to this report:

Rebecca Adams, Sandra Boyle, Gennie

Mayberry, Julie McHenry, and Ruth Segler.

C A S E S T U D Y

White: 84%

Hispanic or Latino: 2.4%
Black/African American: 4.2%

Asian or Pacific Islander: 3.3%

American Indian or 
Alaskan Native: 6.5%
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Schoolwide Scores Show  
Accelerated Growth in Reading

Fourth Grade CAT/5 National Percentile Increase

Spring 2000 Spring 2001 

Reading Vocabulary 56 62  

Reading Comprehension 59 63  

Total Reading 58 64
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For more information, or for additional 
copies of this report, contact:

Educational Research Department
PO Box 8036 • Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-8036
(866) 846-7323 • www.renlearn.com

L0786.0604.ID.500

Study Description
North Pole Elementary began using Accelerated Reader®

schoolwide during the 1999–2000 school year and implemented
Reading Renaissance during the 2000–2001 school year. 
Five classrooms have certified (and recertified) as Model
Classrooms in reading1. Funding support for the school’s Reading
Renaissance program has come from grants including the Early
Reading Improvement Initiative and 21st Century Schools, in
addition to the regular school budget. 

Students at North Pole Elementary spend 60–65 minutes a day
being read to, reading with a tutor, or reading independently. 
In addition, once a month, every person in the school—student
and adult—reads for an additional 20 minutes. Teachers 
at North Pole incorporate a variety of Reading Renaissance
techniques into their classrooms, including: assessment of 
appropriate reading level range using STAR Reading; personal
and school goal setting; Power Lessons®2; Duolog Reading™3

with peer tutors, older students, and adults; and recognition 
of students who attain their goals.

The school tracks student progress using several measures
including state standardized test scores and STAR Reading 
pre- and post-test scores.

Results
Test results indicate that Reading Renaissance has fostered
many improvements at North Pole Elementary School. Students
in fourth grade take the California Achievement Test (CAT/5)4.
A comparison of the scores of fourth-graders on the reading 
sections from the 2000–2001 school year to the scores of fourth-
graders from the 1999–2000 school year shows substantial
improvement: total reading scores went up six percentiles. 
This is remarkable because the 2000–2001 fourth-graders 
were the first group to be exposed to full Reading Renaissance
implementation. In addition, both fourth-grade teachers
achieved Model Classroom Certification. The table on the 
front shows the change in CAT/5 national percentiles for 
each reading section.

North Pole Elementary also tracks student progress using 
STAR Reading computer-adaptive norm-referenced standardized
reading test. Since STAR Reading can be administered multiple
times throughout the school year, change in individual student
reading achievement can be tracked. Test results show that, on
average, students at North Pole experienced accelerated growth
in their reading achievement. For example, the percentiles for
the second-grade class rose 29 points; the fourth-grade class 
rose 16 points. The graph on the front shows improvement in
STAR Reading percentiles for the school5. 

Conclusion
Overall, results from CAT/5 and STAR Reading show that
Reading Renaissance has had a positive effect on reading
achievement at North Pole Elementary.

1 The Renaissance Certification program provides professional recognition to educators who have met clear, objective Renaissance implementation standards.

2 Power Lessons are 10 to 15 minute skill lessons that teach a single objective and are integrated into individual reading work.

3 Duolog Reading is a structured tutoring technique that helps struggling readers develop reading skills and helps independent readers read more difficult text.
Tutors work one-on-one with students and are able to provide timely assistance to students.

4 CTB/McGraw-Hill. California Achievement Tests, Fifth edition. Monterey, CA: CTB-McGraw Hill, n.d.

5 On average, students in grades two, three, and four took a pretest in September and a post-test in May. Students in first grade took a pretest in January and a
post-test in May, while students in fifth grade took a pretest in September and a post-test in March.


